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O God, who see how your people faithfully
await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,
enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so
great a salvation and to celebrate them
always with solemn worship and glad
rejoicing.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.

COLLECTIONS - THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Collection - $5,827.25                                               P oor - $1,557.00

Each month, 63 parishioners make their contributions thru PARISH PAY. 
Parish Pay enables you to give electronically once a month. The total
contributions for the month of November were $5,038.00 
Would YOU like to sign up for PARISH PAY...if so, call Christine or log onto 
www.parishpay.com

The second collection this weekend is for
Church Maintenance. Next weekend’s second

collection is for Christmas Flowers. 

Candle Dedications

            The Tabernacle candle in the Church is lit this week:

 In Memory of 
Marie Antoinette Gaspard

            The Tabernacle Candle in the Chapel is lit this week:

In Memory of
Michael Petriello

         The Pascal Candle is lit at all baptisms and funerals 
        throughout the year:

In Memory of
Henry Hannemann

PRAYER CORNER

Please pray for those who are sick in our parish, especially
those who have asked for our prayers: MaryAnn 
Mathsen, Fr. Steven Clark, Sr. Rose Vermette, Frances
Clark,  Landon Thomas Aitken, John Fiore  and for our
recently deceased: Henry J. Ricca

For those who are serving our country in the military both at home and
in far away lands, especially: We pray to the Lord.

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of December 14, 2014

Saturday December 13
5:30 Kathleen Murphy

Sunday December 14
7:30 Anna Mae, James C. & Colt Taylor
9:00 Missa Pro Populo (For the People)
11:30 Anthony, Catherine, Frank, Roberto,

Divino Serratore and Robert Lynch
5:30 Helen Carullo

Monday December 15
7:00 Rene Girod
8:00 Marie Lagrenade
12:10 Martha Brown

Tuesday December 16
7:00 Jacques Fritz Pamphile
8:00 Denise LaPorte
12:10 Rose & Thomas Cracovia

Wednesday December 17
7:00 Dominic “Honey” Raso
8:00 Loretta Murphy
12:10 Francisque Jean Louis & Julie Padieu

Thursday December 18
7:00 Anna Mae, James C. & Colt Taylor
8:00 Maria Olimpia Gonzalez
12:10 Maria Olimpia Gonzalez

Friday December 19
7:00 Matt Clark
8:00 Anne Barch
12:10 Victor Fiola

Saturday December 20
8:00 John Maher
12:10 Col. Thomas J. Smith (A)
5:30 Gertrude Knight

Sunday December 21
7:30 Harry J. Asaro (A)
9:00 Michael Petriello
11:30 Missa Pro Populo (For the People)
5:30 Hazel Coates
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Prepare the Way!
From a sermon by Saint Augustine

John is the voice, but the Lord is the Word who was in
the beginning. John is the voice that lasts for a time;

from the beginning Christ is the Word who lives for ever.  Take away the
word, the meaning, and what is the voice? Where there is no
understanding, there is only a meaningless sound. The voice without the
word strikes the ear but does not build up the heart.

However, let us observe what happens when we first seek to build up
our hearts. When I think about what I am going to say, the word or
message is already in my heart. When I want to speak to you, I look for
a way to share with your heart what is already in mine. In my search for
a way to let this message reach you, so that the word already in my heart
may find place also in yours, I use my voice to speak to you. The sound
of my voice brings the meaning of the word to you and then passes
away. The word which the sound has brought to you is now in your
heart, and yet it is still also in mine.

When the word has been conveyed to you, does not the sound seem to
say: The word ought to grow, and I should diminish? The sound of the
voice has made itself heard in the service of the word, and has gone
away, as though it were saying: My joy is complete. Let us hold on to the
word; we must not lose the word conceived inwardly in our hearts.

Do you need proof that the voice passes away but the divine Word
remains? Where is John’s baptism today? It served its purpose, and it
went away. Now it is Christ’s baptism that we celebrate. It is in Christ
that we all believe; we hope for salvation in him. This is the message the
voice cried out.

Because it is hard to distinguish word from voice, even John himself was
thought to be the Christ. The voice was thought to be the word. But the
voice acknowledged what it was, anxious not to give offence to the word.
I am not the Christ, he said, nor Elijah, nor the prophet. And the
question came: Who are you, then? He replied: I am the voice of one
crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way for the Lord. The voice of one
crying in the wilderness is the voice of one breaking the silence. Prepare
the way for the Lord, he says, as though he were saying: “I speak out in
order to lead him into your hearts, but he does not choose to come
where I lead him unless you prepare the way for him.”

What does prepare the way mean, if not “pray well”? What does prepare
the way mean, if not “be humble in your thoughts”? We should take our
lesson from John the Baptist. He is thought to be the Christ; he declares
he is not what they think. He does not take advantage of their mistake
to further his own glory. If he had said, “I am the Christ,” you can
imagine how readily he would have been believed, since they believed he
was the Christ even before he spoke. But he did not say it; he
acknowledged what he was. He pointed out clearly who he was; he
humbled himself.

He saw where his salvation lay. He understood that he was a lamp, and
his fear was that it might be blown out by the wind of pride.

PARISH HAPPENINGS

CLASS for the WEDNESDAY program 
c o n t i n u e s
December 17
from 6:45 pm -
8:15 pm.

CLASS for the SUNDAY program are on
Christmas break until January 4, 2015

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION is on
Christmas break until January 6, 2015

Reconciliation Monday
December 15 from 4pm - 8pm.

Confessions will be
available at every
chur c h  i n  the
Archdiocese during
the afternoon &
evening from 4pm -
8pm.

There are still some ornaments left
on our Giving Tree. 
Please take a tag,
p u r c h a s e  t h e
recommended gift, and
return it by NEXT
WEEKEND to the tree.
Q u e s t i o n s ,  c a l l
Christine in the rectory.

The Rockland County

Catholic Choir presents A

Concert of Advent &

Christmas Music on Sunday,

December 14th at 2pm

(Today) at the Haverstraw Kings

Daughters Library in  Garnerville. 

Everyone is invited to attend.
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ALTAR SERVER NEWS
 

This weekend we welcome Daniel Bideiwy to
our altar server team as he assists at the altar for
the first time.  Thank you Max and Gabe Nevola,
Teddy Ryder, and Andrew Van Cura for assisting
in Daniel's training.

Congratulations to all who were confirmed last

week especially our own altar servers Gabriel Nevola and
Makayla Scully.

Parents: Watch your e-mail for the Christmas Schedule
this week.  In addition, please respond to the
January/February request as soon as possible.

You Can Understand the Bible!

St. Ann’s The Bible Timeline
continues this Thursday, December
18 at 7:00pm in the school. 

SIGN UP FOR FLOCK NOTES

Get important updates from the parish in a
timely and convenient way.  This new tool
we’re using lets you choose what info you’d

like to receive - via email or text message - from the various ministries
and groups in the parish.   You can unsubscribe at any time.

There are 2 easy ways to connect (pick one)

Visit our parish at:  www.flocknote.com/stannnyack
or

Text SACC to 84576

Simbang Gabi is a devotional nine-day series of Masses practiced by
Roman Catholics in the Philippines in honor of the
Blessed Virgin Mary in anticipation of Christmas. 
Simbang Gabi, which translates to “Night Mass”, will
be held from December 16 to December 24 at St.
Anthony Church in Nanuet. Everyone is invited.
As part of the tradition, breakfast/fellowship will
follow the morning Masses in the cafeteria of St.
Anthony School.

The schedule for Masses is:
Tuesday - Friday: December 16 - 19 at 8:00 pm
Saturday, December 20 - 5:00 am with breakfast

    (Celebrated by Fr. Doughty)
Sunday, December 21 - 5:00 am with breakfast
Monday & Tuesday, December 22 - 23 at 8:00 pm
Wednesday, December 24 - 5:00 am with breakfast

Christmas Food
Baskets 

Volunteers helped
pack over 250 food
b a s k e t s  f o r
Thanksgiving.  We
now will do the same

for Christmas,  BUT we need help to restock
the cupboard shelves.

Donations of the following are needed:
iBoxed Stuffing, 

iCanned Sweet Potatoes  
iCanned Cranberry Sauce
iInstant Mashed Potatoes

iCanned Vegetables
iCanned Soup
iCanned Fruits

iCanned Meats & Gravy
iBreakfast Cereal & Oatmeal
iBoxed/Pouches Biscuit Mixes

iJuice Boxes
If you couldn’t donate your FREE turkey
from ShopRite for Thanksgiving, consider
donating one for our Christmas Baskets!

Love Is Our Mission: 

The Family Fully Alive
Since its inception by
Saint John Paul II in
1994, the World Meeting
o f  F a m i l i e s  h a s

strengthened the sacred bonds of families
across the globe. Held every three years and
sponsored by the Holy See’s Pontifical
Council for the Family, the World Meeting of
Families is the world’s largest Catholic
gathering of families. Each World Meeting of
Families has a theme that energizes and
enlivens the event while adding great depth
of meaning to our understanding of families.
The theme of the World Meeting of Families
– Philadelphia 2015 is “Love Is Our Mission:
The Family Fully Alive,” emphasizing the
impact of the love and life of families on our
society.
For more information visit their website: 
www.worldmeeting2015.org
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