
THIRD SUNDAY in LENT
Breaking Bread Missal  - Page 80

O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness,
who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving have shown us
a remedy for sin, look graciously on this confession of
our lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by our
conscience, may always be lifted up by your mercy.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.

COLLECTIONS - THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Collection - $5,474.51            Poor - $1,380.00
         

Each month, 63 parishioners make their contributions thru PARISH PAY. 
Parish Pay enables you to give electronically once a month. The total
contributions for the month of January were $5,038.00 
Would YOU like to sign up for PARISH PAY...if so, call Christine or log onto 
www.parishpay.com

The second collection this weekend is for Church
Maintenance.   Next weekend’s second collection is for
Catholic Relief Services.

Candle Dedications

The Tabernacle candle in the Church is lit this week:

In Memory of Frank & Della Toto

The Tabernacle Candle in the Chapel is lit this week:

Special Intentions

         The Pascal Candle is lit at all baptisms and funerals
throughout the year:

In Memory of Henry Hannemann

PRAYER CORNER

Please pray for those who are sick in our parish, especially
those who have asked for our prayers: MaryAnn  Mathsen,
 Sr. Rose Vermette, Francis Clark, John Fiore, John
Griffin, Jane Blanchette, Sydney Lundgren, and for the
recently deceased: Emmanuel Estriplet

And for those who are serving our country at home and abroad, and let
us remember especially: We pray to the Lord.

THE POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR MARCH
ENTRUSTED TO THE APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER

Universal: Scientists: That those involved in scientific research may
serve the well-being of the whole human person.
Evangelization: Contribution of Women: That the unique contribution
of women to the life of the Church may be recognized always.

MASS INTENTIONS
Week of March 8, 2015

Saturday March 7
5:30 In Thanksgiving for Evelyn Daval

Sunday March 8
7:30 Marie Laurence Duvil
9:00 Mary Parry
11:30 William H. Clarke
5:30 Missa Pro Populo (For the People)

Monday March 9
7:00 Anna Packer
8:00 Fr. George Reinheimer (A)
12:10 Fernande Pierre

Tuesday March 10
7:00 William J. Taylor Sr. 
8:00 St. Patricia Black
12:10 Martin J. & Paddy Devaney

Wednesday March 11
7:00 Anna Mae, James C. & Colt Taylor
8:00 Gaba & Carmel Cherie
12:10 Philomena & Ken Currie

Thursday March 12
7:00 The Scully, Sullivan & Battel Families
8:00 Mary P. & Vincent Dillon
12:10 In Thanksgiving for Ersulia Jean Louis

Friday March 13
7:00 Jacques Fritz Pamphile & 

Jean Claude Charpentier
8:00 Josette Francois
12:10 The Barone, Perreault & Cochrane

Families

Saturday March 14
8:00 Irene Kappers
12:10 Delia & Naomi Glover
5:30 Missa Pro Populo (For the People)

Sunday March 15
7:30 Bernard L. Hines Jr. 
9:00 Peggy & Henry Muller
11:30 Michael Petriello
5:30 Jacques & Edith Lafontant
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Our Response to His Eminence

On March 1st, St. Ann Church along with our
new cluster comprised of St. Paul, St. Anthony,
St. Francis, and St. Augustine parishes sent our
initial response to Cardinal Dolan’s suggestion
that St. Ann Parish and St. Paul Parish merge into
a new parish.  On Tuesday, March 10th, Vanessa

Reggiardo, our core team president, Father Doughty, and Msgr. Nevin will
be giving a more detailed presentation to the advisory group that will make
its recommendation to His Eminence.  We ask your prayers for Vanessa and
Father Doughty, and perhaps a share in your Lenten offerings of penance
and fasting for this important moment in the parish’s life.

Herewith, the initial response:

OUR BEST THINKING REGARDING THE FUTURE OF THE
PARISHES IN OUR CLUSTER:

The Core Teams of St. Ann and St. Paul Parishes believe that the proposal
to merge the two parishes, with St. Ann remaining open for Masses and
Sacraments, would not resolve St. Ann Church’s fiscal difficulties ($150,000
to $175,000 annual deficit), and would likely result in financial complications
for the combined parish.  St. Ann’s Core Team proposes a “right-sizing” of
the parish to reflect its current pastoral circumstances by reducing clergy
staffing (saving approximately $125,000 per year), by making a decision
about the disposition of two large and underutilized buildings (with annual
maintenance costs of $70,000 to $90,000 annually), as well as by finding
creative ways to increase parish revenue and reduce other costs.  Our
proposal would require a cooperative effort by the Rockland Vicariate and
the Archdiocese to find a different and more equitable solution for
providing pastoral care to Nyack Hospital, a responsibility St. Ann has
borne solely at inordinate expense.   We also propose a close collaboration
between the Archdiocese and its Real Estate Department with the Finance
Committee of St. Ann Parish to determine a better use of its parish
buildings. 

RATIONALE:  We make these reflections for the following reasons:

·      The proposed merger effectively would marginalized St. Ann to a
“chapel-like” status, depriving a strong and historic local Catholic
community of a priest’s presence.  An expected union between St. John in
Piermont (remaining open only for “special events”) and Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart in Tappan would have the effect of leaving a vast area between
Congers and Tappan without a priest in residence.

·      Maintaining a vibrant pastoral life at St. Ann Church and providing
round-the-clock pastoral care to Nyack Hospital would stretch the clergy
and financial resources of St. Paul Church, a large and busy parish itself,
beyond its capability.

·      Nyack is a singularly urban setting within Rockland County, noteworthy
for a youthful population with young families and young single adults.  An
independent parish with a pastor would be better poised to take advantage
of initiatives in the New Evangelization than clergy located in Congers. St.
Ann stands ready to invite the Spanish-speaking community now at St. John
in Piermont – straining the latter parish’s facilities - to be part of its already
diverse community.

·      The recent success St. Ann parishioners had in
raising nearly $800,000 for repairs to its historic
church (with over half collected) suggests the parish
is not in decline and would be self-sufficient if its
concerns about Nyack Hospital and its physical
campus are addressed.

·      A merger is impractical because of unwieldy
geographic differences between Congers and Nyack,
including potentially dangerous travel during winter
over the mountain separating the parishes on Route
9W.

PARISH HAPPENINGS

 St. Ann’s 

St. Patrick’s

Day Party!
...with a nod to St. Joseph!

Come and celebrate the feast of
our Archdiocese’s patron saint
and the Church’s universal
patron.

Sunday, March 15th 
at 1:00pm

(after the 11:30am Mass) 
In our school cafeteria.

There will be corned beef & cabbage,
antipasto and desserts, games for the kids,
raffle prizes, and as the Irish say, “Good
Craic”. (Gaelic for “good times”).

Our celebration will begin with a brief showing
of our Making All Things New presentation.

All are welcome, young & old, families and
singles, old and new friends!

Free!      Free!      Free!
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Offer a Mass for your loved one, Living or Deceased, or
for a Special Intention. Available dates are:

7am Mass: April 21, 27: May 7, 11, 20, 21                
8am Mass: April 15, 16, 28, 30: May 1, 11, 18

12:10pm Mass: May 5, 6, 18, 19, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27

The Tabernacle Candle is available for the weeks of:       
CHURCH: July 19,26

CHAPEL: May 31; June 7, 14

Call Christine in the rectory 358-4707 to request a date.

St. Ann’s The Bible Timeline will meet this
Thursday, March 12th.

HELPING HANDS SAFE HAVEN WEEKEND AT ST. ANN’S

Special thanks to all those who helped to host Helping
Hands Safe Haven at St. Ann’s the weekend of
February 20-22.  More than 50 parishioners helped
transport, feed and overnight host some 30 guests
each evening.  
Helping Hands Safe Haven is an interfaith coalition of
churches, synagogues and other communities of faith

in Rockland County who provide warm shelter and hot meals for the
homeless each evening of the winter season from November to April.
  
This is St. Ann’s ninth season participating in this program.  If you are
interested in learning more about this ministry, please contact Deacon
Jerry Fenton (353-0793) or Regina Kelly (358-4353).

BLOOD DRIVE will be held on Sunday, March 22
in the cafeteria.  To schedule an appointment, please
contact George Berry at 353-2424.  Walk-In’s are
also welcome.

The 2015 Cardinal’s Appeal is in its final stages in our
parish, and next weekend is Commitment
Weekend. At all Masses, you will have an

opportunity to make your pledge to the Appeal. As children of Christ,
we are called to serve others out of gratitude to our most generous
God. Please consider a sacrificial gift to the 2015 Appeal. Thank you.

CCSR HUNGER BOXES. 
Our Parish and Religious Education program  will be
participating in Catholic Community Services of
Rockland HUNGER BOX Campaign, a faith formation
program that helps students experience our Lenten

spirituality by helping the needy of Rockland County.  Boxes can be picked
up in the back of church.

CLASS for the
WEDNESDAY
program meets on
W e d n e s d a y ,

March 11th from 6:45pm till 8:15pm.

CLASS for the SUNDAY program continues
on March 15st from 10:00am - 11:15am. 

Faith Formation program meets on Tuesday,
March 10th at 6:30pm in the church. (This is
rescheduled from last week)

REPORT CARDS for Grades 3-8 should be
PICKED UP after class by parents.  

Each Friday during lent Morning Prayer
follows 8:00am Mass in the Chapel.

STATIONS of the CROSS will
be held on FRIDAYS at
11:30am and 7:30pm in the
Church.

Friday’s 12:10pm Mass will be in the
Church throughout Lent.  All other Daily
Masses will be in the Chapel.

Fridays in Lent, all Catholics 14 and older,
(except those who are sick)
should abstain from meat, and
are encouraged to fast in some
moderate way.

300 Club Winners - Week # 5

$50 - Jeff Tangredi #257
$25 - Ted Ryder #248
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